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By Masashi Kishimoto Viaduct to Peace Naruto and his team engage in an intense battle with the Akatsuki
organization as both sides seek the power to determine the future of their land. Internecine fighting weakens

the Akatsuki, but will their dark forces
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About the Author

Author/artist Masashi Kishimaoto was born in 1974 in rural Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time
in art college, he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his manga Karakuri (Mechanism).
Kishimoto decided to base his next story on traditional Japanese culture. Hisfirst version of Naruto, drawn
in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits; hisfinal version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in
1999, quickly became the most popular ninjamangain Japan.
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